
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF DEKLAB COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

STANDING ORDER GOVERNING INCARCERATION OF
CHILD SUPPORT CONTEMNOR IN CIVIL CONTEMPT PROCEEDINGS

Whereas the purpose of civil contemptis to coerce compliance with a court order rather
than to punish for disobedience ofa count order. See Ensley v. Ensley, 238 S.E. 2d 920, 921-22
(Ga. 1977);

'
-

Whereas the Supreme Court of Georgia has recognized that the purpose of the civil
contempt is not served when the contemnor is unable to pay his purge fee. See Hughes v.

Department ofHuman Resources, 502 S. E. 2d 233 234 (Ga. 1988);
Whereas the Supreme Court of Georgia has held that a court may not continue a parent s

incarceration fo1 civil contempt f01 a child support order "when the [parent] lacks the ability to

purge himself [or herselfl'." Hughes, 502 S. E.2d at 234;

Whereas this Court sees fit.to implement measures toensure appropriate judicial review
ofsuch cases,

lt 1s hereby ORDERED that within twenty--f0u'r (24) hours ofanesting a party for civil
c0nte'n1ptofa child supp01t order, the DeKalb County Sheiiff'sOffice shall p1ovide notice ofthe
arrest to thejudge who issued the contempt order and the Department of Human Services, Division
of Child Suppo1t Services (DCSS).

It 1s further ORDERED that within forty-five (4S) days of arrest the arrested party must
be b10ught back befo1e the court that issued the contempt order for a review hea1mg. The purpose
of the l'1ea1i1'1g will be to determine if the pu1ge amount should be lowered or release of the
contemno1 should be o1.de1ed

If the contemnor is returned to jail after the 'fir'st review hearing, the Court shall

subsequently schedule and hold a 1eview hea1mg every thirty (30) days to determine ifthe purge
amount should be lowe1ed o1 1elease ol'the contemnor should be o1de1ed. DCSS Is hereby orde1ed
to take all necessary steps to ensure that child support obligo1s are placed on the cou1t calenda1s
as contemplated 1n this Orde1.

This .Order applies 1n all civil cases in which a child suppofl obligor 1s incarce1ated and
will 1emain a standing order until f'urtl1e1 action ofthis Court.

IT IS SO ORDERED this 1st day of JanuaryL2025

Honorable Shondeana C. Morris
_

Cl1iefand Administrative Judge
DeKalb County Superior Court
'

DeKalb Judicial Circuit


